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Stand Up
"I was proud, and I was excited to be a part
of [the Black History Month Assembly]
because it’s the very first one. It was a great
thing to show that this is our history and
we should be able to celebrate it with
everybody."
--Haley Powell (12)
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More Than Just a
Moment

JBHS Celebrates Black History Month
"First of all, I would love
"We prepared ourselves
"We hope to continue our
to do this again! This was for all kinds of reactions, relationship to bring diversity
just as much, if not more,
including laughter or
and showcasing diverse
of a joy and pleasure to commentary. The topics
playwrights by educating
me as it was to those
discussed in the scenes
students about various
who saw. Secondly, I just
and monologues we
American experiences. I had
hope this gets bigger
performed are not
an amazing experience
and bigger. I’d love to
discussed very often so
performing with my fellow
see JBHS start a trend
we were expecting some Pepperdine classmates at my
among educational
students to make a joke
former high school. I wish
institutions of doing stuff out of the performance. JBHS to lead by example for
like this. It’s very
The audience was very
other schools to be open
important to tell black
receptive and respectful,
and push the envelope by
stories and promote
it was exciting to see that
bringing diversity to the
awareness, inclusiveness,
the students were
school and educating its
and diversity in the arts"
genuinely interested."
students about different
--Joshua Fredenburg,
--Leyla Dillig,
perspectives."
Pepperdine 2023
Pepperdine 2021
--KJ Powell, Pepperdine 2022

Job 10709 Year 2021 Page 002 (985368906) Master (984622132) 07/29/2020 12:35 PM

A standout moment
from the Black History
Month assembly, six
actors from Pepperdine
University in Malibu
came down to
Burroughs to perform a
short excerpt from
August Wilson's
Pittsburgh Cycle. Each of
the student actors range
in their majors and ages,
but their talent is
unparalleled.

"We decided on what
we were performing by
gathering together
August Wilson pieces
and bringing them
together to form a
showcase which
highlighted not only his
work, but black life
within his work. We
prepared for the event
through discussing the
pieces, research,
conversation, and
rehearsal. Through
various discussions and
conversation on the
playwright and on black
life and history, the piece
came to life."
--Skylar Brown,
Pepperdine 2023
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Shaylin Becton is the former president and one of the
founders of the Burroughs Black Student Union (BSU, for
short). Becton, a 2020 graduate, notes that she "sometimes
felt out of place or singled out considering the small
population of African-Americans" at Burroughs, and
therefore, "wanted to create a space where students felt
safe to express their feelings and learn more about their
culture, and [opened] BSU to all races to learn about black
culture as well." With this sentiment in mind—and the fact
that Burroughs had not commemorated or celebrated
Black History Month at all during Becton's time at
JBHS—the BSU president became the driving force behind
putting together a 40-minute assembly and college expo
for Black History Month. Her goal was to "inform on black
culture and the struggles that we go through," and inspire
"black students at [Burroughs] to feel pride and free to
celebrate who they are."
In addition to the 40-minute assembly that occurred on
February 13, the BSU sponsored a plethora of sororities
and fraternities on campus as part of a Black College Expo
on February 14. During lunch, members of the Omega
Phi Psi, Delta Sigma Theta, and Sigma Gamma Rho
organizations discussed with students the history and
importance of HBCUs—Historically Black Colleges and
Universities. Becton explains that she "wanted students to
see black excellence from an academic point of view.
HBCUs are so important to our culture, since they shape
black young men and women into world-changing
leaders. Sororities and fraternities are also a huge part of
our culture, so I wanted the students to get a taste of
what it would be like to attend an HBCU."
The main event of Burroughs' Black History Month celebration was the February 13 assembly that took place in the
auditorium. Featuring students from Burroughs, past and present, as well as student actors from Pepperdine
University and a motivational guest speaker as well, the assembly sought to capture and amplify Black history and
experiences. Becton noted that "Although the population is small, our culture should still be highlighted and
celebrated which is why I felt it was essential to put on the school’s first ever Black History Month assembly.
Burroughs is a diverse school which advocates for inclusiveness, so it was necessary to highlight black culture and
let all of the black students at the school know that they belong." The presentation captured Black experiences
through song, dance, and
acting, as well as through Caleb Black, Shaylin Becton
(Class of 2020)
the words of speaker
Orlando Bishop. The first
'[The assembly] educates students in
ever Black History Month
a slightly unconventional manner,
assembly at Burroughs
and creates opportunities for
conversations or for the opening of
was met with praise from
minds that would that would
students and teachers
otherwise not occur. This is good,
alike. When asked if there
because one of the most important
would be another
things human beings should learn
assembly in the future,
within the scope of a society is the
ability to see an issue from another
Becton affirmed "whether
point of view beyond our own life
it's virtually or physically, I
experience."
definitely believe there will be
another round of events set
up for Black History Month."

BSU Teacher Advisor
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GEORGE FLOYD
Say Their Names!

The Generation Of Change
In recent months, the Black Lives
Matter movement isn't the only thing
taking the country by storm.
Generation Z is here, and they are
ready to fight for the justice they know
that people deserve. Haley Powell,
senior, knows that it can be harder for
older generations to change the values
that they grew up with, but she also
believes that Gen Z will be the ones to
change their minds. She says, "Because
we're the younger generation, we
have the power to do that, and our
voices do matter."
On May 25, 2020, George Floyd was killed by 4
police officers in Minneapolis. The incident went
viral after videos capturing Floyd's final moments
were made public. Officer Derek Chauvin was
seen kneeling on Floyd's neck, who repeatedly
exclaimed he couldn't breathe. The response to
the killing was explosive, with riots and protests
occurring first in Minneapolis, then nationwide.
The reaction caused by Floyd's death has been
overwhelming. People across the country have
called for the defunding or abolishment of police
departments. Equally, justice has been demanded
en masse for Black victims of police brutality and
BIPOC who have been faulted by systemic racism
in America. Floyd became the symbol of a larger
movement for justice in the United States.
Alternatively, however, counter-movements and protesters of the Black
Lives Matter movement have been amplified as well. Animosity surrounding
the defunding of the police and the purpose of the BLM movement has
been increasingly common over the past few months. In the midst of
widespread activism, there's also widespread hesitance and uncertainty
when it comes to the future of police work in America.
One thing is for certain, though. Through protests, lobbying, and a tireless
desire for change, justice and awareness are slowly, but surely, coming to
light
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